40 Days for Life

Participating in a Prayer Vigil at the abortion clinic
If you feel some unease about standing in front of an abortion clinic, your feelings are normal.  To be in the presence of such terrible evil, capable of destroying so many innocent lives, can be intimidating, unless you rely on the grace of God.  With Him all things are possible.

Some things to remember as you bear witness.  

You or I are not there to save babies; we are there to allow God to use our physical witness as a means to touch the hearts of the people entering the abortion clinic or passing by, so that babies may be spared and brought into a world that cherishes them as unique individuals.  You are not asked to sidewalk-counsel; however, if the Holy Spirit moves you, please feel free to offer a few words of hope and loving concern to those trapped by despair.  Focus on prayer and maintain a reverent, peaceful attitude, knowing that all things are in His Hands.  Minimize the socializing with prayer-partners; remember that atrocities are being committed here and mourn the lost lives.

Dress for the weather.  If it is hot, please bring a bottle of water.  You are not obligated to keep moving but you may choose to do so.  I do, if my legs start to feel stiff.  If it is raining, use a sturdy umbrella.  Wear comfortable shoes.

Please try to arrive a few minutes before your scheduled time and try to wait until the next person on the schedule arrives.  The goal is to have a spiritual presence at all times.  Stand on the sidewalk or in the parking lot between the sidewalk and Professional Dr.  Do not go into the clinic’s parking lot, even if invited by a client or her escort.  If they want to talk, ask them to come to the sidewalk.   Do not shout at anyone.  There are pamphlets available that you can hand out to those who are interested. 

What to anticipate as you stand there.

As a general rule, you will be left alone.  The staff and the clients will try to ignore you with the hope that you will go away.  On a rare occasion, an escort may berate you for your insensitivity to the feelings of the woman.  A good response is to inform them that you are there to pray and offer hope.

Passers-by in their cars may honk or yell obscenities as they drive by.  There is no point in responding at all; they will be long gone.  If they do stop to talk, be polite and invite them to join you in prayer.  Offer them a pamphlet.

Although graphic images serve a useful purpose to educate the public and remind the staff and the neighbors of what goes on there, no graphic images will be displayed during the 40 Days for Life.  We are placing all of our trust in God to do what He wills, when He wills.  The round-the-clock presence of people in deep prayer will remind the public and the staff that this place is abnormal, even without pictures of aborted babies.  

