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Devotional for Day 22, March 30, 2011
Carmen Pate, 40 Days for Life board of directors

Pray for fathers who participated in the
decision to abort their child, and for
those who did not have a voice, that
they would find freedom and healing in
Christ.

If indeed you have heard Him, as the
truth is in Jesus: that you put off, con-
cerning your former conduct, the old
man which grows corrupt according to
the deceitful lusts, and be renewed in
the spirit of your mind, and that you
put on the new man which was created
according to God, in true righteousness
and holiness.

— Ephesians 4: 21-23

According to the Guttmacher Institute,
one-third of American women will
have had an abortion by age 45. Sel-
dom reported however is the fact that
an equally significant number of men
have played a role in terminating a
pregnancy.

Some have participated through per-
suasion, or by providing the financial
means for the abortion. Still others
were against an abortion, but had no
sway in the decision to terminate their
child.

Only in recent years have we realized
that men suffer from their loss, as more
and more seek healing. Warren Wil-
liams, founder of Fathers and Brothers

Ministries says he believes men are
coming forward for help because God
instilled in men a desire to be a protec-
tor of their lineage, a provider for their
families, to be a husband and father.

Men are suffering and grieving the loss
of their children, and though their grief
may be expressed differently than that
of a woman, it is grief nonetheless and
they too need tender care and biblical
counseling to experience forgiveness
and healing.

Intervention at the appropriate time in
the decision-making process may spare
both the young man and woman from
the lifelong pain and trauma of abor-
tion. Biblical counseling for post-
abortive men and women is essential
for them to heal and begin their life
anew in Christ.

Dear Heavenly Father, We pray for
young men who participated in the
termination of their child and are bro-
ken as You are over their loss.

Forgive their sin, Lord, and bring op-
portunity for healing and renewal of
their minds in Christ Jesus.

For those suffering from an abortion
they did not choose, restore their joy as
they learn to forgive others and trust
You with their future. In the name of
Christ, who heals the brokenhearted,
amen.
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