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Carnegie Developmental Stages, developed by Streeter and O'Rahilly, are used universally to categorize the
growth of the embryo into 23 stages during the first 8 weeks of life. Carnegie Stages are based on morphol-
ogy - the form and structures within of the embryo. From embryo to embryo, the days required to get to each

stage can vary slightly. Also, O'Rahilly has suggested some changes in the days relating to each stage due
toin vivo ultrasound studies.43 Selected differences as reported by O'Rahilly are detailed below.
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or go to www.AbortionFacts.com
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About one in eight babies in the U.S. are born prematurely
(less than 37 weeks gestation). Babies as young as 25 weeks
| { (weighing about 1/2 pound) have survived. When a baby
The new Py L | gl has severe to moderate prematurity (in the range of 26 to 34
individual attaches to A ] e weeks), the child may be subject to a number of serious physi-
the womb wall. Sensitive - cal problems, which makes survival very difficult.
pregnancy tests can now show
positive, but this depends
on the level of hormones The eyelids
produced by the begin to reopen, The child
new life.? {\Aom m}?y feel thij bgbytl-(]ic;k' preparing to see the outside triggers labor and
urn or hiccup, and identity a 1d.? Eyelashes have birth occurs, an average
i The baby swallows 6 world.” by 4 9
a nrz\?vr:ir(litlj)rii;ﬂcienpdtil\?ir:i’uaI - and respgnds to skin bulge 25 an elbow or head. now become well of 264-270 days after In the

i ; stimulation.’ developed.” conception.” United States,
is formed. He or she is smaller The baby Skin becomes ot
than a grain of sugar, but the i ink and h ; ;
. will be able to hear pink and smooth.
instructions are present for all die from abortion before they

. ; by next week.” The The pupils of the eyes are horn. There are a total of
tha;vt:rlsbgi(r)srs: ‘]’V'” child sleeps and wakes, respond to light. Fingernails about 1,300,000 reported

Atthe

. nestling in her favorite reach to tips of fingers. abortions each
The heart begins Fingerprints and positions to sleep, and The paby is really year.”
to beat at 21 fingernails begin to stretches upon getting cramped

days.? develop.* waking up.? Now.
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= Baby’s Size (Rump to Crown Measurement). For LMP add 2 weeks. - [ Inthe United States,
- : » » abortion is legal until

the day of birth. Over
13,000 babies in the
U.S. are killed each
year after 21 weeks of
gestation (from the

Medical Abortions
(Conception to 9 weeks)

A medical abortion is a procedure where a drug is either given
orally or injected to kill the baby. The most common drug given
is Mifepristone, which is administered in 90 percent of medi-
cal abortions.™ Medical abortions are used up to 63 days after
conception™ when the baby is well formed and recognizable
as a little human being. Mifepristone (also known as RU-486)
destroys the connection between the baby and the mother (the
placenta) through breaking down the lining of the uterus.™ An
additional drug, misoprostol, is given to induce labor so that the
dead baby can be delivered. As would be expected, the drug
causes severe bleeding and at times a suction aspiration proce-
dure may be needed to complete the abortion.

Vacuum Aspiration
(5-14 weeks)

Vacuum aspiration abortions are performed by insert-
ing a cannula (a plastic tube) through the cervix into the
womb. A pump attached to the other end of the tube is
used to pull the baby through the tube. Often the baby

Dilation and Evacuation (D&E)
(12-Weeks to Birth)
Dilation and evacuation is a procedure for larger babies (sec-
ond and third trimester) who would not fit through vacuum
tubes. In this procedure, the cervix is dilated and then forceps
are inserted into the womb and the baby is pulled into pieces

late second trimester
to the end of the third
trimester)."

0Of these 13,000
babies, many would
have been able to
survive outside their
mother’s womb."

is too large to fit through the tube. The suction will then
pull the baby into pieces. These have to be identified
afterward to ensure the entire baby has been removed.
Sometimes the tube will not be able to dismember the
baby and then he or she will have to be pulled out using
forceps. When forceps are used, the baby may have died
in the womb or may be left to die in the suction bottle.”

to be removed."" For babies that are larger, the baby is first
killed, either by poisoning with an injection of digoxin or
potassium chloride, or by cutting their umbilical cord and al-
lowing them to bleed to death.™ By killing the baby first, the
tissue of the baby is softened and becomes easier to pull apart
during the evacuation.?




